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FROM GLORY INTO GLORY
by Tom Parsons

‘From Glory into Glory’ is a collection
of daily bible readings, each with 
comments and a prayer.  With 54
readings in all, the collection begins
on Ash Wednesday and concludes
on Easter Sunday. 

Using passages from John’s Gospel,
Tom Parsons enables readers to
firstly experience Jesus’ lonely 
journey to the cross and then
encourages them to rejoice in His
glorious resurrection. 

Copies are available from Ruth
Howse or Sarah Whiteside, at the 
discounted price of £2. 

Contact Sarah for more information
sarahwhiteside@btinternet.com

From the Editorial Team

magazine@wargravechurch.org.uk
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M A G A Z I N E

Welcome to the first edition of the new-look
Parish Magazine. 

After 15 years with his hand on the tiller, Bob
Austin’s editorship signed off with a flourish
with the award of National Parish Magazine of
the year.  Practical considerations mean that we
are now taking the magazine in a new
direction; less wordy and with plenty of photos
celebrating life in the parish. 

Many of us have grown used to the old format,
but I see this as an opportunity to encourage
new contributors, both photographers and
authors, and different viewpoints.  

Let’s work together to make the magazine even
better. If you have ideas or opinions on the new
Magazine, let me know.  If you attend a Church
event, please send your photos or a write-up to
our editorial team via email or using the QR
code. Mark

MARK PUDDY | MAGAZINE EDITORIAL TEAM

March copy date: 
Wednesday 14th February 2024

‘I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. And now,
Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.’ 

(John 17: 4-5)

Scan the QR to send
photos or articles for
next magazine via
WhatsApp

S T U D I E S  F O R  L E N T

‘Come and See’ is a resource for Lent
offered by The Oxford Diocese.  It is free to
all on registration. For the weeks of Lent
you receive a daily email to read and
reflect upon. Each week these messages
are supplemented by a video from Bishop
Steven, which expands on the themes
covered during the week. 

This year, the overall theme focuses on the
words of Jesus, concerning the
commandments.

Some of our House Groups are studying
specific Lent courses during February and
March. If you are not currently a member of
a House Group, why not use this
opportunity to ‘try out’ a group on a
temporary basis?

Times and dates vary, so if you are
interested, please email Sarah and she will
point you in the right direction.
nurturing@wargravechurch.org.uk

HOUSE GROUP LENT STUDIES

COME & SEE

“The most important one,” answered
Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our
God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind and with all
your strength.’  The second is this: ‘Love
your neighbour as yourself.’  There is no
commandment greater than these.” 
(Mark 12: 29-31)

The Oxford Diocese explains that ”Come
and See shows how these two
commandments can give a rhythm and a
shape to our lives.”

Several members of St Mary’s have been
registered for ‘Come and See’ for several
years now and have found the daily
messages and weekly videos encouraging
and uplifting.

Discover more and register now at: 
oxford.anglian.org

54 DAILY BIBLE READINGS

JOHN 13-21 FOR LENT & EASTER



Christians Against Poverty (CAP)
 

CAP is a charity that works to see people
across the UK released from poverty, living
with faith in Jesus and hope for the future. 

J U N I O R  C H U R C H  U P D A T E
L i z  H o b d e n

All our sessions will be hands on, with
plenty of crafts and activities as well as
singing, praying and listening to stories
from the Bible, so there will be something
for everyone - including church members
who are sadly too old for Junior Church.

You may already have been encouraged to
add your contribution to the crafts which
spill over into coffee time! We’re delighted
with the colourful decoupaged cross,
which so many members of the
congregation helped to make before
Christmas. Every week it will be at the
centre of our worship. 

Junior Church has started a new theme
this term. Actually, it would be more
accurate to say we’re going on a journey
with Jesus along Luke Street, popping
into some of the houses he visited and
getting to know the people he met.

The stories are all recorded in Luke’s
biography of Jesus and our journey
takes us from a humble fisherman’s
house in Capernaum via the cheat’s
house in Jericho and the guest house in
Bethany all the way to the secret house
in Jerusalem and the country house in
Emmaus, which we will arrive at just
after Easter.

It speaks primarily of God’s extravagant and
unconditional love for us in sending Jesus to
be our saviour, but it also reminds us that,
young or old, we are all one body in Christ -
all in this journey of faith together. 

So, if you’d like to be part of the team
leading on Sunday mornings or have any
questions about getting involved with Junior
Church, do talk to Lis Hobden who will be in
the driving seat for the time being. She can
be contacted on Sunday mornings or via the
church office. And even if children’s work is
not your particular gift, all of us can pray for
God’s blessing on our time together week by
week, on the parents and children who are
part of our church family already and on
those who we trust He will add to our
number in the weeks ahead.’

Celebrating St Mary’s House Groups -
Young Families
This month we celebrate our most recently
formed house group: ‘Young Families’. This
group, instigated and led by Annie and Jubi
Da Silva, was started at Eastertime in 2023.
Although numbers attending were modest to
begin with, once established, the group has
continued to thrive and is now ‘bursting at
the seams’ with members.

The group meets via zoom on a Thursday evening at 8pm,
(hopefully when the children are in bed!), for 1 hour of bible study.
Books from both the old and New Testament are studied; they
shared the book of Colossians during the summer, whilst at
present, they are focusing on the book of Daniel. 

The third Friday of each month is dedicated to fellowship, with
members gathering together from 5pm, with the children, for a
‘families dinner’, giving all attending the chance to get to know
each other better. 

In December, the group held a special evening to celebrate
Christmas, during which members and a number of other young
families from the congregation, came together to meet. Food was
provided and all enjoyed the Winter Wonderland crafted by Ros. As
Annie says, ‘it was spectacular and a memorable end to the year’. 

It has been exciting for us all to see this group grow and develop
during 2023, and we now look forward to the possibility of
introducing a second group in the future as we welcome more
young families into our own family at St. Mary’s. 

With the new year upon us, are you perhaps thinking of joining a
House Group within the church? We have a number of groups at St.
Mary’s which may be of interest to you. The groups meet at varying
times, with varying frequency and each has its own individual
‘flavour’.
Why not take the plunge? You can be assured of receiving a warm
welcome!

For information on all groups, please email Sarah Whiteside who
will be able to tell you more.

nurturing@wargravechurch.org.uk

TURNING THE CoGs

Nurturing - Sarah

They provide debt coaching, job clubs, and help with budgeting
skills. The PCC are currently discussing the possibility of partnering
with CAP to provide debt help in our area. In order to do this, we
would need to find people who would like to become ‘befrienders’,
people to encourage debt clients. Is this something you could do?
If you’re interested, please contact Mark Puddy for more details. 

caring@wargravechurch.org.uk

Caring - Steve



CHRISTMAS AT ST MARY’S
Mark Puddy
December 2023 was an exhilarating triumph of Christmas services
barely leaving us time to have a cup of tea before the next celebration
of readings and carols.

We began with the Christingle Service, this year held on Advent
Sunday and led by Camilla and an enormous handsome pumpkin. To
some bemusement Camilla added broom handles to the pumpkin
and vast amounts of red ribbon, a glorious Blue Peter style demo of
the symbolism of the Christingle for us to follow with the contents of
goody bags we had received as we walked into church. The moment
when our Christingles lit up an otherwise dark church was as magical
as ever, and for it all to pass without conflagration or injury was a
bonus. 

The Carol Service a week before Christmas was a delightful festival of
choir and carols. I had last sung in a choir at university, a good 40
years since singing 4 part harmony. Peter Dart had mentioned the
shortage of tenors, so I joined Ian French and Chris Perry to form a
group called “The Three Tenors”. (A catchy title, I’m surprised it hasn’t
been used before). Each week we rehearsed and with Peter’s
guidance we did improve from nobody coming in when we should

THE MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF THE YEAR
Jayne Trolley

It was on Saturday 9th December when the village community descended on
Mill Green to celebrate the lighting of the Christmas tree and what a joyful
occasion it was.

Preceded by The Nativity play, directed and produced by Camilla Cook, the
youngest members of our parish delighted us with their interpretation of the
birth of Jesus Christ.

To help get everyone feeling suitably festive, Christmas music was played,
mulled wine and mince pies were served, courtesy of Sue Witney and her team
from the church and welcome cups of hot chocolate were provided from our
wonderful local café Daisy Love. Further sustenance from Rollover Hot Dogs
and The Bull added to the happy spirit and the wonderful anticipation of
Christmas.

The Reverend John Cook prayed and blessed the tree before officially turning
on the lights. Christmas in Wargrave came alive with rousing carol singing
around the tree backed by the fabulous St Mary’s Music Group.

This year, over 450 people and their children attended, and I'm delighted to
report that we raised in excess of £1,100 through donations and the purchase of
raffle tickets.  The monies were divided between St Mary’s Church and The
Thames Valley Air Ambulance.

It wouldn't be Christmas without a tree and once again thanks must go to St
Mary’s member Graham Trolley who donated the tree and all of the lights and
decorations and local builder Phoenix Roofing services who put up the tree and
saw it safely down before the 6th January. 

On behalf of everyone who contributed to making this a magical event for the
village and everybody that turned out on the day, I would like to say a huge
thank you and see you again next year.

(Silent Night) to the perfect harmony of O Holy Night, as our
threesome was strengthened by Darts and friends of Darts, so that
the Tenor section became the Magnificent 7.

All ages were catered for this Christmas, ranging from the Under 5’s
Sing-a-long, the choristers of the future, to the Seniors’ Carols and
Tea. 

The action-packed programme continued with the Christmas Eve
Crib Service; Lis Hobden bringing back memories of Jackanory as
she sat on the stage, telling the story of the Nativity while Richard
Eves filled the stable with the familiar Nativity characters, except for
the 3 wise men who were scheduled to put in an appearance at
Epiphany at the all age service in the New Year.

Christmas Eve continued with the Family Carol Service and
impressively well-coordinated singing of the ‘12 Days of Christmas’,
and ‘Shepherds watched their flocks’, but on Ilkley Moor rather than
in the fields around Bethlehem.

For those who could keep up with the pace, Graham Trolley’s light
show transformed the church into an ethereal spiritual space for
the solemnity of Midnight Communion.  And all this before
Christmas Day!

Christmas
in the Parish



CAROL SERVICE 
AT WARREN ROW
The final event of the season was
the Carol Service at Warren Row
which took place on Christmas
Eve, the first for many years. The
service was taken by Revd Steve
and what a great success it was.
The little tin tabernacle was filled
to the rafters! Everyone thoroughly
enjoyed the service so we know
now that we will look to hold it
there every year.

CAROL SERVICE
AT KNOWL HILL
On Sunday 17th December the
annual Carol Service took place
at St Peter’s with Revd Richard
Eves taking the service. Once
again we were joined by the
choir from Knowl Hill Academy
who sang Starry Night.  Not
only were we joined by the
school choir but other children
and ex pupils from the school
also joined the throng.

After the service everyone had
the chance to chat whilst
enjoying a cup of mulled wine
and some mince pies. Orange
or apple juice was provided for
the children. 

CAMEO CHRISTMAS LUNCH
On Thursday 14th December the Cameo group celebrated their
annual Christmas lunch. It was a delicious meal of either
chicken in Marsala wine or smoked haddock mornay with
vegetables followed by sticky toffee pudding and cream.
Catherine Mun-Gavin of Save Thyme Cooking provided the
catering. (We’ve already booked her for next year!) Crackers
were pulled, silly jokes were read out and lots of light hearted
banter exchanged. 

The afternoon came to a close after singing a few carols to put
everyone in the right mood. A lovely afternoon was had by all.

ANNUAL CHURCH RAFFLE
The first event of the festive season was the
annual church raffle and village children’s party
which took place on Saturday 2nd December.
The raffle table groaned with prizes, the first of
which was a Copas turkey, and was won by Sue
Stevens. There were over 60 Prizes ranging from
bottles of spirits to toiletries. And we raised over
£500.

The children were entertained by Richard Best
and Christine but sadly the numbers were down
on the children attending. There was an early
surprise visit from Father Christmas who
distributed presents to those attending.

Refreshments were provided courtesy of the
Village Association and the afternoon was
rounded off singing carols with Hilary Buckle at
the keyboard.

THE FESTIVE SEASON IN KNOWL HILL & WARREN ROW
Lesley Bell, Churchwarden

TRY CHURCH JANUARY
Richard Eves

We had a particular focus in January on inviting
members of the village to come and find out
what happens at St Mary's on a Sunday
morning, and what we believe as Christians. 

These Sundays were called 'Try Church' and
were as simple as possible so as to be accessible
to anyone, no matter what their level of
familiarity with Christian things.

Try Church
& Junior Church

Each Sunday focused on one person of the
Trinity and their role in the Gospel. Praise God
for giving us the opportunity to reach out in this
way. Please be praying for connections made
with new people, and learning that may have
happened.

Scan the QR code to sign
up to receive our ‘Weekly
Notices’ and ‘Thought of
the Week’.



YOUTH GROUP
F U N  &  D I S C I P L E S H I P

THE BOYS ARE BACK IN TOWN

The autumn saw the
return, after a hiatus, of our
teenagers' group.

The Youth Group is open to anyone in Y7
upwards. Contact Richard to find out more.

Mondays 5.30pm - 6.30pm 
Church Centre 

richard.eves@wargravechurch.org.uk

These four lads and two leaders are getting
together for fun and discipleship on Monday
evenings. There is certainly a lot of energy in
the room, and a healthy dose of competition.

Mark and Sue attended a meeting in January,
where they were planning which direction to
take. They had to choose between Blue, Red
and Black!

CHURCHWARDEN PLANNING MEETING

REPAIR CAFÉS

Stewarding - Mike

Repair Cafés are a great way for churches to serve their communities, show
love for God’s earth, showcase the talents of individuals and help our
neighbours with the cost of living. In short, they are a way of putting mission
into practice.

Christ Church in Woodley started one on 7th January 2024, with no prior
experience, and it proved a great success. People brought in toys, clothes,
ornaments, electronic devices and bikes. Suitably skilled volunteers were on
hand to do what they could do mend them. Look for Woodley Repair Café
on Facebook or visit woodleyrepaircafe.co.uk.

The Meaningful Chocolate Company’s milk and dark chocolate Easter eggs will be
available from St Mary’s Church from 25th February until Easter, as long as stocks last,
from Mike Buckland, the Parish Fairtrade rep.  Email him to reserve yours
stewarding@wargravechurch.org.uk

THE EGG THAT SHARES THE EASTER STORY

The eggs are plastic free, palm oil free and Fairtrade, available at the same case prices as
last year: £4.50 milk, £5.50 dark.

These high-quality eggs are not on sale in supermarkets because the additional costs of
using Fairtrade chocolate and including the Easter story in each egg prevent the
independent British manufacturer from competing with the likes of Cadbury for shelf
space. 

Don’t be caught out – Easter falls on 31st March this year.

M U S I C  A T  S T  M A R Y ’ S
Join the Music Group at St Mary’s
Rosie Creedon

Approaching the end of 2023, the musical highlight for the St Mary’s Music Group was the Christmas carol service on 17th
December when 42 singers, accompanied by organ and trumpets, led the congregational singing and performed four pieces,
including the ever popular, ‘O Holy Night’ with the solo sung by soprano Ailsa Campbell from the Voces 8 Foundation.  Our loyal,
regular Sunday singers were joined by volunteer singers from the local community along with some family and friends of our
Musical Director, Peter Dart. It is exhilarating and inspiring to sing in the midst of such a choir, with the mix of experienced and
less experienced singers all contributing to a wonderful sound. 

As we head into 2024, our regular Sunday morning group has up to 19 musicians, plus 3 extras who join us for All Age
services. Whilst this sounds like a healthy number, not everyone is able to come every week, and like many choirs we are
a little short of men! Any tenors and basses out there who would like to join us? Imagine how amazing it would be if we
had as many singers as we had for the carol service every week!  Along with the congregation we really would raise the
roof! We would love to have others come and join us. 

One of our ‘guest singers’ at Christmas told me how friendly and welcoming she’d found everyone, and although
Sunday mornings can be a bit rushed at times, the occasional social activity, a meal or trip to a concert, gives us a more
relaxed opportunity to enjoy one another’s company.  Singers and instrumentalists are all welcome.  As well as singers,
we currently have organ/piano/keyboard, guitar, bass and drums, and occasional trumpet.  Other instrumentalists
would be a great addition.  The music is a mix of traditional and contemporary.  Singers don’t need to be able to read
music (although some do), you just need to be able to sing in tune; we’ll help you learn your part.  Rehearsals are at 9am
for the 9.45am service, although Peter assures me that if we can get some more singers (especially tenors and basses)
we might introduce a monthly Friday evening rehearsal followed by a glass of wine. 

Email Rosie to find out more.  She’d love to hear from you! gathering@wargravechurch.org.uk



THE PARISH OFFICE 
St Mary’s Church | Wargrave | Berkshire | RG10 8EU

office@wargravechurch.org.uk | 0118 940 2300
Office Hours: Monday 9.30am - 12 noon

Tuesday - Thursday | 9.30am - 1pm

WARGRAVECHURCH.ORG.UK

SUNDAY SERVICES February
8am

9.45am

9.45am

10.30am

9.15am

Every Sunday

4th February
11th February
18th February
25th February

Every Sunday

4th February
18th February

13th February

Holy Communion
(A said service in traditional language)

Morning Worship
Holy Communion
Morning Worship
Holy Communion

0-3 yrs Bell Tower (Crèche)
3-16 yrs Church Centre

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Holy Communion

JUNIOR CHURCH

Funerals at St Mary's, Wargrave

PARISH REGISTERS : WEDDINGS, BAPTISMS & FUNERALS

Albert Edward Leighton, 95, Funeral Service & Cremation at Reading
John George Fryer, 98, Cremation Service at Reading
Douglas Todd, 86, Funeral Service followed by cremation at Reading
Carol Eve Roast, 80, Funeral Service, Burial at the New Cemetery
Charles Edmund Thomas Bellord, 88, Burial at the New Cemetery
Michael John Marston, 89, Funeral Service
John Ernest Hudson, 79, Funeral Service

13th November
1st December

8th December
11th December
18th December

20th December
28th December

LIFE EVENTS
If you are interested in holding your

wedding, baptising your child or getting
baptised yourself, or need to discuss

funeral arrangements, please contact
Lucy in the Parish Office or alternatively

contact our Vicar, John Cook.

ST MARY’S CHURCH, WARGRAVE

ST PETER’S CHURCH, KNOWL HILL

ST PAUL’S CHURCH, WARREN ROW

Saturday 3rd
9am - Ladies’ Breakfast (CC)

Wednesday 14th
Lent: From Glory into Glory

11am - Ash Wednesday Holy Communion (WR)

Thursday 15th
2.30pm - CAMEO: Beetle Drive (KH)

WR = Wargrave  |  KH = Knowl Hill  |  CC = Church Centre

VICAR’S LETTER

Dear Parish Family
I recently came across an article titled ‘Five pieces of timeless advice for a new year’.  It was written for clergy
by Michael Ramsey who was Archbishop of Canterbury (1961-1974), but his five pieces of timeless advice are
pertinent for everyone. Personally, I was struck by my neglect of thankfulness for all I have spiritually and
enjoy week after week. This was the advice:

Thank God.  Often and always.  Thank Him carefully and wonderingly for your continuing privileges and for every experience of His
goodness. Thankfulness is a soil in which pride does not easily grow. 

Take care about confessions for your sins.  As time passes, the habit of being critical about people and things grows more than
each of us realise.

Be ready to accept humiliations.  They can hurt terribly but they can also be very helpful to keep you humble.  All these can be
chances to be a little nearer to our Lord.  There is nothing to fear if you are near to the Lord and in His hand.

Do not worry about status. There is only one status that Our Lord bids us to be concerned with, and that is our proximity to Him.  
As John 12:26 reminds us, ‘Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, my servant will also be. My Father will honour the
one who serves me.’ That is our status: to be near our Lord wherever He may ask us to go with Him.

Use your sense of humour. Laugh at things, laugh at the absurdities of life, laugh at yourself.

There is much wisdom here as we step out in to 2024. As the LORD says through the prophet Jeremiah (6:16): ‘Stand at the
crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it and you will find rest for your souls.’

Yours in Christ,

John
John R.M. Cook

Vicar of Wargrave with Knowl Hill
Telephone: 0118 940 2022 | Email: johnrmcook@btconnect.com

DIARY EVENTS 

CHURCH CENTRE BOOKINGS
Looking to hold an event in the Church Centre?

Contact Lucy in the office to discuss your
requirements

1.   

2.   

3.     

4.

    
5.    


